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Languages Curriculum

The Languages Curriculum at Inspire Education Trust provides children with exciting, ambitious,
relevant, and above all memorable learning opportunities designed to develop their knowledge and
skills progression within an identified modern foreign language. Identified areas of learning are
motivating and engaging, with clear links to everyday life. Within Early Years and Key Stage 1,
children develop foundational communication skills and have exposure to the chosen language of
study through additional language learning opportunities. Within Key Stage 2, the Languages
Curriculum is taught discretely as a compulsory curriculum subject. The language of study (French
or Spanish) is suitably selected for each school, dependent on their local context, ‘Languages on
offer' within Feeder Secondary Schools, acknowledging the diversity of our schools and
communities.

1. Aims
The aims of the Languages Curriculum at Inspire Education Trust are:

e Toinspire a love of languages and a curiosity in another language and its people

e To build spoken language skills, developing speakers who can communicate in a modern
foreign language across a range of meaningful contexts

e To explore the world beyond their own culture and develop an awareness and empathy of
the multilingual and multicultural society that we are living in

e To enable expression of ideas and thoughts in another language including response to
speakers both in speech and in writing

e To further develop an understanding of their own language and to make comparisons with
a modern foreign language, enriching their understanding of both.

In Key Stage 2 lessons are taught once per week for half of each term. The Languages Curriculum
is strategically designed in a spiral manner so that prior learning is revisited and built upon in a
spaced and progressive cumulation of knowledge and skills.

2. Enrichment Experiences/Links with Parents and the Community

The Languages Curriculum aligns with all British Values, particularly tolerance, which promotes an
awareness of the languages and cultures represented by children, their families and staff within
schools. Teachers routinely celebrate children’s achievements through school newsletters, displays
in classrooms and shared areas, and in assemblies where children are encouraged to share their
knowledge and skills with the rest of the school. Staff promote inclusive and nurturing classroom
environments in which children feel free to share their experiences, knowledge and understanding
of languages.

In addition to this, parents*/carers and the wider community may be involved in the following ways:

+  Curriculum letters are sent to parents at the start of each term, outlining key information
about the Language Curriculum within specific year groups;
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« 'European Day of Languages' is highlighted and celebrated through social media, activities,
assemblies;

«  Parents volunteer and hear children read in English, a strong command of which is necessary
for additional language learning;

«  Parents may be invited in to school to inspire and share knowledge e.g. linked to a particular
part of the Thematic or Religious Education Curriculum, presenting how languages are used
in their work (For example, through additional career development sessions).

+ Visits from Language students or Language teachers from local schools and universities
support, inspire and prepare children for transition to secondary school;

+  Visits from native speakers including trainee teacher placements.

*'parents” includes other family members connected with the child
3. Languages Curriculum Planning

The Inspire Languages Curriculum uses subject content from the 2014 Primary National Curriculum
and carefully selected units from The Primary Language Network lesson plans to create a bespoke
curriculum which progressively builds language knowledge and skills within and across KS2 Year
Groups.

Long Term Plans:

These take the form of a Curriculum overview which gives a summary of what Language units will
be taught and when across Key Stage 2. These are the same for each school that teaches the same
language and highlights the key learning for each year group.
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Medium Term Plans:

These take the form of a one-page document which documents prior learning, the learning
objectives for each lesson and how the lesson plans link to from the Primary Language Network
resources.

_'_ . Languages Curriculum (Spanish) Medium Term Plan 3023-2024
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Short Term Plans: ——
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These take the form of interactive PowerPoint presentations which have songs, activities and tasks
linked to them, correlating with the learning objectives. The presentations include native speakers’
voices so that all children hear authentic language spoken. The lessons prioritise spoken language
and give children the opportunities to speak, learn and rehearse new vocabulary and then build
and write sentences using the phonics, vocabulary and grammar skills recorded in the Languages
strand tracker. Teachers are expected to select and adapt resources to meet the needs of their
pupils and use additional resources as necessary to ensure that all lessons are taught
comprehensively.
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4. Scaffolding

Within all Language lessons, teachers use scaffolding to support and enable all children, whether
working below, at, above age-related expectations or identified as SEND, to access the learning for
their current year group. This enables all children to benefit from the Languages Curriculum at a
suitable challenge level. Scaffolding is provided by class teachers based on their knowledge of the
children within their classes, and those children’s needs. A range of strategies are used when fit-for-
purpose to support children’s access to learning and provide additional challenge, including task,
grouping and use of resources. The Languages Progression Strand Tracker is used by teachers and
leaders to ensure appropriate scaffolding towards the core knowledge and skills within the
Languages Curriculum.

|Aims of the Languages curriculum at Inspire Education Trust:
* Toinspire 3 love of languages and a curiesity in another language and its people

+ To build spoken language skills, ceveloping speakers who can communicate in 2 moder foreign language across @ L - e o
range of meaningful centexts m"
+ To explore the world beyond their own culture and develop an awareness and empathy of the multilingual and
multicultural society that we are living in
+ To enable expression of ideas and thoughts in another language incluging response to speakers both in speech and in writing

+ Tofurther develop an understanding of their cwn language and to make comparisans with a modenn foreign language, enriching their understanding
of both,

Progression Strand Tracker:

Within Language learning scaffolding may include:

» Key vocabulary being accessible with its translation into English;
+ Use of sentence stems and sentence structures;

«  Use of talking tins to record spoken language;

« Use of colour to identify parts of words and sentences;
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« Effective deployment of support staff.

5. Assessment in Languages

Throughout all Language units, retrieval practice strategies are used by teachers to activate prior
learning, and revise and consolidate core knowledge. Strategies used include low stakes quizzes,
true or false activities and group games, many of which are accessible resources from the Primary
Languages Network.

In Language learning, assessment is continuous and ongoing which includes:
» Effective use of retrieval practice

* Questioning and discussion;

+Children’s written work in Languages books;

« Children’s overall oral engagement in lessons;

* Peer- and Self-assessment.

At the end of each Languages unit/term of learning, children are assessed by teachers as to their
ability to understand, speak, remember and apply the phonics, vocabulary and grammar required
in each unit. Teachers identifiy children who are ‘working at’, ‘working above’ or ‘working below’
age-related expectations for teacher use only. Gaps in learning for groups of children are also
identified, so to inform personalisation of future Languages short-term planning and priorities for
learning reviews.

6. Monitoring

Planning:

Long- and medium-term planning is provided for staff by the Trust Curriculum Team. Short-term
planning, academy-based personalisation and scaffolding is done at a localised level within
individual Academy settings

Languages books:

These are monitored on a regular basis by members of the Individual Academy Leadership Teams,
working alongside the Trust Curriculum Team as appropriate. Expectations for standards in
Languages books are outlined to staff.

Pupil Voice:

As part of regular pupil voice activities, children are invited to share their work and their views on
the Languages curriculum with the Head Teacher or members of the School Leadership team.

Learning Walks and Lesson Observations:
These take place as part of the cycle of school self-evaluation and monitoring.

7. Languages in Early Years
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The Early Years Foundation Stage delivers language content through the ‘Communication and
Language’ and ‘Understanding of the World" strands of their bespoke curriculum. This involves
providing children with a language-rich environment and a variety of opportunities such as reading,
storytelling and role play to develop children’s knowledge and use of a wide vocabulary and range
of sentence structures. Children have extensive opportunities to explore and develop their
understanding of their physical environments and community within our culturally and socially
diverse world. Children are encouraged to consider contexts which are similar and different to their
own. These interactions lay the foundations needed for language and cognitive development and
cultural and social understanding. Children are assessed against Early Learning Goals at the end of
their Reception year.

8. Equal Opportunities

We aim to give all children, irrespective of age, gender or ethnic origin equal opportunity to make
maximum progress. It is expected that all children will be given the opportunity to learn the
Languages Curriculum in a creative and encouraging learning environment which encompasses a
range of learning and teaching styles. All lessons are scaffolded appropriately to meet the needs of
all learners. It is hoped that this approach will motivate and support children’s learning at all levels,
including children identified with a Special Educational Need (SEND).

9. Roles and Responsibilities

The Trust's Curriculum Team, the Head of Education, Primary, and Trust Standards Committee have
overall responsibility for the Languages Curriculum. They are supported by members of each
academy’s Senior Leadership Team, Language Lead and individual Teachers to effectively
implement the Languages programme at a localised level (individual Academy)

All teaching staff are responsible for the personalising of planning and delivery of the Languages
Curriculum on a weekly basis and for making cross-curricular links where appropriate. Staff make
amendments to planning in order to maximise and adapt provision as needed to cater for the
children within the individual classes.
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10. Review
This policy will be reviewed in line with the Trust Improvement Plan.
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